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1881. servatives voted with the Government,, and Mr.
Parnell was defeated by a majority of 435 to 57.
Eight English Members supported him. Mr.
Bradlaugh, acting on a principle that formed no
part of his creed, voted with those who voted
against him, and Mr. Jacob Bright separated him-
self from a Government to which his brother
belonged. The other English names in this brief
list were Arthur Arnold/ Thomas Burt, Joseph
Cowen, Jesse Collings, Henry Labouchere, and
Thomas Charles Thompson. When the Address
Jan. 20. had at length been voted, the way was clear for
Mr. Forster. But in the meantime two Reports,
or rather the Reports of two Commissions, had been
laid before Parliament. Lord Bessborough's Com-
mission on Irish Land, which sat in Dublin on the
1st of September, at Belfast on the 21st, and in
outlying districts during the autumn, recommended
by four to one, Mr. Kavanagh dissenting, the three
principles, sometimes called the three F's, fixity of
tenure, fair rent, and free sale. This was the public
platform of the Land League, and its adoption by
four Royal Commissioners, including a Judge,2
made of necessity a marked effect upon public
opinion. " A thorough and very general change in
the system of land tenure," Lord Bessborough
wrote, (Sseems imperatively required/93 He added
the memorable words that "freedom of contract,
in the case of the majority of Irish tenants,, large
and small, does not really exist" 4 The Land Act
of 1870, the majority of the Commissioners found,
afforded no protection to the tenant who remained
in his holding. He could only claim compensation
when he gave it up. Notwithstanding the dis-
turbed state of the country, and the alleged law-

1 Afterwards Sir Arthur Arnold.

2 Mr. Baron Dowse.                      3 Report, p. 18.

4 Ibid. p. 21.